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The motion below was overwhelmingly endorsed by delegates
to the recent Stop the War national conference.
We believe that the programme of action outlined in it is both
necessary and achieveable. The next step is to get to work
and carry it out.
We therefore call on all anti-imperialists and anti-war campaigners to give it the widest possible circulation in order to
generate discussion and to mobilise support for this important work. Talk to your local anti-war groups and let the national Stop the War office know if you’re ready to help with putting
on meetings, fundraising, press campaigning etc.
Individually, we may be powerless, but together, we do have
the power to stop imperialism’s criminal wars.

No cooperation with war crimes: 		
step up the campaign
This conference notes the passing last year of a motion calling on the coalition “to do all in its power to promote a movement of industrial, political and military non-cooperation with
all of imperialism’s aggressive war preparations and activities
among British working people”.
Since that resolution was passed, many important developments have taken place, which on the one hand make this
work more urgent, and on the other have created an atmosphere that is more receptive to our message.
Conference notes the attack on those condemning war crimes
that was embodied in the draconian sentences handed down
to the Gaza protestors. Congress further notes that these
sentences were aimed not only at discouraging muslim youth
from political activism, but also at dividing the anti-war and
Palestine solidarity movements along racial lines, and branding Palestine solidarity as a ‘muslim’ issue.
Conference condemns the murder by Israeli commandos of
nine solidarity activists aboard the Gaza Freedom Flotilla in
May, despite the fact that the UN had called for the ships to
be allowed to pass. Conference notes the UN’s recent findings that these murders were illegal – another war crime to
add to the many being committed daily against the Palestinian people.
Conference further notes that in the atmosphere of international outrage that followed these murders, even Israelifriendly politicians such as Cameron and Hague were forced
to make statements condemning both the murders and the
siege on Gaza.
Conference reaffirms its support for all those who have taken the lead in active non-cooperation over the past year, in
particular for Joe Glenton, for the EDO Decommissioners, for
the Gaza protestors, and for the many British participants in
siege-busting missions by land and sea to Gaza.

Conference notes that the landmark acquittal in the case of
the Decommissioners can only facilitate more actions of this
kind, since it not only sets a legal precedent, but is a reflection
of the general sense of disgust against Israeli war crimes in
particular.
Conference reaffirms its belief that the majority of people in
Britain are opposed to British imperialism’s wars, and considers that the time is ripe to make active non-cooperation a
central theme of our work. Conference therefore calls on the
incoming steering committee to take the line of non-cooperation into as many arenas as possible, including:
1. Putting on a fundraising concert to draw attention to the
Gaza prisoners’ plight and to raise money towards a campaign to overturn their convictions.
2. Approaching Joe Glenton to take part in a national speaking tour against cooperation with the Afghan war.
3. Giving full backing, including maximum possible publicity, to all those groups or individuals, whether affiliated to
the Coalition or not, who, like the EDO Decommissioners,
the Raytheon activists and Joe Glenton, are targeted by
the state for refusing to cooperate with, or for actively attempting to prevent, the illegal wars and bombings waged
and backed by British imperialism.
4. Stepping up the campaign outside army recruitment centres and at army recruitment stalls in schools, colleges
and universities, drawing attention to the war crimes
committed by the British armed forces in Iraq and Afghanistan.
5. Launching a full campaign inside the unions to draw attention to British, US and Israeli war crimes, with the aim
of passing in each of them, and then at the TUC, motions
condemning those crimes and calling on workers to refuse to cooperate in their commission, whether it be by
making or moving munitions or other equipment, writing
or broadcasting propaganda, or helping in any other way
to smooth the path of the war machine.
6. Following the excellent example set by PSC (eg, the campaign to draw attention to pro-Israeli propaganda in Panorama) and Media Lens (eg, alerts drawing attention to
the media’s cover-up of war crimes committed in Fallujah)
and working with these and others to draw in as many
members and supporters as possible to an ongoing campaign to hold the media to account for their pivotal role
in apologising for, covering up and normalising British, US
and Israeli war crimes.
7.

Continuing and increasing the work already done to make
Britain a place where war criminals, whether US, British
or Israeli, can get no peace, through holding protests,
through citizens’ arrests and through all other available
channels, including using local, national and international
courts to file charges and draw attention to their crimes.
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